Has modern perinatal practice caused the fall in perinatal mortality? The experience of a district maternity hospital.
During the first 12 years of operation the perinatal mortality rate in Paisley Maternity Hospital fell steadily from 27 per 1,000 in 1970 to 10 per 1,000 in 1981. During this period the nulliparous birth rate remained constant, but the parous birth rate fell. Improved survival of premature babies, falling numbers of babies with neural tube defects and reduction in intrapartum asphyxia are identified as responsible for this fall. Unexplained intra-uterine death remains an unsolved problem.